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Maidir Ie: larratas Pleanila Uimh. 324113 - Moladh don Stilsi6n Cumhachta Buaicuala (Peaker
Plant) i gCashla, Baile /\tha an Rf

A chara,

Is mian le Bord Bainistfochta Gaelscoil Riada aighneacht fhoirmi(IiI a dh6anamh maidir leis an

bhforbairt ati molta don Stiisi6n Cumhachta Buaicuala i gceantar Bhaile /\tha an Ri.

Mar adaMs scoile, t§ dualgas reachtail ar an mBord caram a dh6anamh, a mh6id is ind6anta go

r6as6nta, de shabh6ilteacht, de shliinte agus de leas gach dalta agus ball foirne.

1. Cosaint Sliinte Leanai

Baineann an fhorbairt ati molta le Stiisi(in Cumhachta Buaicuala a d’fheadfadh truaille6in aeir a

scaoileadh amach, ina measc ocsaFdinitrigine (NOx), ibhar ciithnineach, agus astaiochtaieile a

bhaineann Ie d6 breosla. Ti baint ag na truaille6in seo le drochthionchair ar an gc6ras riospriide agus

ar an gc6ras cardashoithioch.

Aithnitear go forleathan go bhfuil leanai i measc na ngr6pai is leochaili de dheasca a scamh6ga ati

f6s ag forbairt, ratai an61aithe nlos airde, agus a leochaileacht i leith nochta comhshaoil. Ti imni ar an

mBord go bhf6adfadh fiCl astaiochtai eatramhacha tionchar dialtach a imirt ar chiiliocht an aeir sa
cheantar nios leithne.

2. Timpeallacht na Scoile agus Gniomhaiocht Lasmuigh

Cuireann ir scoil b6im ar fhoghlaim lasmuigh, ar ghnfomhaiocht choirp agus ar fholliine mar

phriomhghn6ithe den oideachas. D’fh6adfadh aon mheath ar ch6ilfocht an aeir tionchar a imirt ar:

• s6gradh lasmuigh agus sp6rt

• fo116ine ghinearilta na ndaltai

• freastal agus torthai sliinte

Cruthaionn tabhairt isteach saor3id fuinnimh thionsclafoch i ngar do thimpeallacht scoile 3bhar m6r
imni maidir le hoiri6nacht an tsuimh.

3. Prionsabal an R6amhch6raim

C6 go bhf6adfai a mhaiomh go gcomhlionfaidh astaiochtai teorainneacha ria161a, tugann an Bord faoi

deara nach gcuireann na teorainneacha sin deireadh leis an mbaol go hiom16n, go hiirithe i gcis
leanai n6 maidir le nochtadh carntha fadt6armach.

De r6ir phrionsabal an r6amhcharaim, ba cheart forbairtf a bhf6adfadh tionchar a bheith acu ar

shliinte leanai a mheas le c6ram agus le haird ar leith.

4. Comhoirianacht le Suiomhanna Oideachais

Measann an Bord nach bhfuil suiomh st6isi Clin peaker bunaithe ar bhreosla iontaise i ngar do

cheantair ch6naithe agus oideachais comhoiriOnach le solgthar timpeallachta foghlama at6 s6bh6ilte

agus slginti6il.
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Ba cheart crios cosanta a bheith ann timpeall ar scoileanna i leith forbairtf a d’fh6adfadh rioscai
sliinte comhshaoil a thabhairt isteach.

5. Dualgas C6raim agus Oibleagiidi Cosanta Leanai

Td an Bord ar an eolas faoina oibleagiidi faoi reachtaiocht slginte agus sibhiilteachta agus faoi

phrionsabail chosaint leanai. Bheadh s6 contr6rtha leis na dualgais sin tac6 le forbairt, n6 fanacht ina

thost ina leith, a bhf6adfadh impleachtaisliinte comhshaoil a bheith aici.

Concl(lid

I bhfianaise na n-imni ati leagtha amach thuas, iarrann Bord Bainistfochta na scoile go measail go

ndi61t6fai cead pleanila don fhorbairt ati beartaithe.

Fanann an Bord tiomanta do shldinte, d’fholliine agus do thimpeallacht oideachais gach dalta ati
faoina chClram a chosaint.

Re: Planning Application Ref. 324113 - Proposed Cashla Peaker Plant, Athenry

Dear Sir/Madam,

The Board of Management of Gaelscoil Riada wishes to make a formal submission regarding the

proposed Cashla Peaker Plant development in the Athenry area.

As a school authority, the Board has a statutory duty of care to ensure, insofar as is reasonably

practicable, the safety, health, and wellbeing of all pupils and staff.

1. Protection of Children’s Health

The proposed development involves a peaker plant which would emit air pollutants including

nitrogen oxides (NOx), particulate matter, and other combustion-related emissions. These pollutants

are associated with adverse respiratory and cardiovascular effects.

Children are recognised as a particularly vulnerable group due to developing lungs, higher breathing

rates, and increased susceptibility to environmental exposures. The Board is concerned that even

intermittent emissions may negatively affect air quality in the wider area.

2. School Environment and Outdoor Activity
Our school promotes outdoor learning, physical activity, and wellbeing as core elements of

education. Any degradation in air quality has the potential to impact:

• outdoor play and sports

• general student wellbeing

• attendance and health outcomes

The introduction of an industrial energy facility in proximity to a school environment raises serious

concerns regarding the suitability of the location.
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3. Precautionary Principle

While it may be asserted that emissions will comply with regulatory limits, the Board notes that such

limits do not necessarily eliminate risk, particularly for children or in relation to cumulative and long-
term exposure.

In line with the precautionary principle, developments with potential to impact child health should

be approached with a high degree of caution.

4. Compatibility with Educational Settings

The Board considers that the siting of a fossil-fuel-based peaker plant near residential and

educational settings is not compatible with the provision of a safe and healthy learning environment.

Schools should be afforded a protective buffer from developments that may introduce environmental
health risks.

5. Duty of Care and Safeguarding Obligations

The Board is mindful of its obligations under health and safety legislation and child safeguarding

principles. Supporting or remaining silent on a development with potential environmental health

implications would be inconsistent with these responsibilities.

Conclusion

In light of the concerns outlined above, the Board of Management respectfully requests that

planning permission for the proposed development be refused.

The Board remains committed to protecting the health, wellbeing, and educational environment of

all pupils in its care.

Is mise le meas,

Br'aCn cb MaoLLchLal-din

Cathaoirleach

Bord Bainistfochta
Gaelscoil Riada

Baile /\tha an Ri


